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Message Text 


USDOC FOR BEWT/TDAD (BOWIE) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTRA, UR, BTIO 

SUBJECT: VISIT BY AT&T CHAIRMAN DEBUTTS 

REE: (A) USDOC 9977 AND PREVIOUS, (B) MOSCOW 11306 

1 . AMERICAN TELEPHON & TELEGRAPH BOARD CHAIRMAN JOHN 
DEBUTTS, ACCOMPANIED BY THREE HIGH RANKING EXECUTIVES 
OF AT&TAVESTERN ELECTRIC FAMILY OF COMPANIES, VISITED 
MOSCOW JUNE 6-9. ON JUNE 7 AND 8, DEBUTTS MET WITH 
SOVIET MINISTERS OF COMMUNICATIONS (TALYZIN), OF COM- 
MUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT INDUSTRY (PERVYSHIN), OF ELEC- 
TRICAL EQUIPMENT INDUSTRY (ANTONOV) AND OF FOREIGN 
TRADE (PATOLICHEV), AS WELL AS WITH DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF 
STATE COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (GVISHIANI). 
BOTH SOVIET AND AT&T DELEGATION TERMED VISIT HIGHLY 
USEFUL. 

2. PRIMARY SUBJECT OF DISCUSSIONS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
TELEPHONE SWITCHING PROJECT DESCRIBED MOSCOW 1 1306. 

ONE SENIOR SOVIET PARTICIPANT IN TALKS RESPONDED TO 
E/C COUNSELOR THAT PROJECT WAS IN CURRENT EIVE YEAR 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PLAN. ATT OFFICIAL SAID SOVIETS HAD INDICATED THAT 
THEY WANTED PROJECT REALIZED "THE SOONER THE BETTER." 
HE ACKNOWLEDGED POSSIBILITY THAT SOVIETS MIGHT SCALE 
DOWN THEIR LIST OF PURCHASES BUT GAVE NO DETAILS (WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT FIRST PHASE OE PROJECT IS VALUED AT 
UP TO $500 MILLION). NEXT STEP APPARENTLY WILL BE FOR 
SOVIET DELEGATION AT LEVEL OF DEPUTY MINISTER 
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VISIT U.S. WITH ENTOURAGE OF SPECIALISTS, BUT NO DATE 
WAS SET FOR THIS VISIT. MEANWHILE, SECONDARY AT&T/ 

WESTERN ELECTRIC OFFICIALS WILL FOLLOW UP HERE. 

3. COMMENT: AT&T DELEGATION AND SOVIET MINISTRIES 
INVOLVED CONTINUE TO PLAY CARDS CLOSE TO VEST. DE- 
BUTTS GROUP DID NOT PROVIDE US WITH A DEBRIEFING ON 
RESULTS OF VISIT PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM MOSCOW, JUNE 
9. AT&T OFEICIALS DID SAY, HOWEVER, THAT FULL DETAILS 
RE PURPOSE OF TRIP HAD BEEN PROVIDED TO DEPARTMENT 
(EUR/SOV). IF THAT IS TRUE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY DETAILS GOING BEYOND OR AT ODDS WITH MOSCOW REF- 
TEL. END COMMENT. TOON 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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